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They took no part in the Virginia business, the only woman, 
apparently, of the family who did this being Virginia, the sub- 
ject of our sketch. She is not mentioned, beyond the above 
quoted record of her birth, in any of the Stories of Litde Gid- 
ding.* It is fitting that the Virginia Historical Magazine 
should give her a niche in its gallery of those who did well for 
the young settlement in its early days. 

M. Ll. Ferrar, Little Gidding. 

May 7th, 1903. 



VIRGINIA IN 1638-39. 



Governor Wyatt's Commission and Instructions. 



(Abstracts by W. N. Sainsbury, and copies in the McDonald and De 
Jarnett Papers, Virginia State Library.) 



(continued.) 



Order in Regard to Ports in Virginia. 
(Abstract.) 

July 27, 1638. 
Report of the Sub Committee for Foreign Plantations to the 
Lords of the Privy Council. On two petitions in the name of 
the Planters and Traders to Virginia. Complaining by the first 
that by an Order made in August last by the Governor there 
they are compelled to unlade all their goods at James Town 
only & offer reasons why the same is very inconvenient to them, 
the Sub Commit, conceive that no Master of a ship Should break 
bulk until he comes to James Town, but as the public Store- 
house is gone to ruin & decay & there are few or no private 

* Among the old letters is a pretty love letter addressed to her by her 
cousin, John Mapletoft, when an undergraduate at Cambridge, dated 
August 26, 1650. She was then 24, he 20 years of age. It came to 
nothing. 
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Storehouses, their Lordships should write to the Governor to 
deal with some private men to build Storehouses who may make 
good profit thereof by letting them to the Merchants. In the 
second the petitioners complain of three late impositions laid 
upon the Traders & Masters of ships, Copy of which should be 
sent to the Governor for his answer. The first is a proportion 
of powder and munition required from every ship which being 
for the public defence they hold no ways fit to be discontinued 
but the Governor should account for same how disposed of for 
three years past, the other two impositions of 6* a head for every 
passenger for taking the oaths of allegiance and 2 d for the regis- 
try of every hogshead of tobacco which may be continued but 
the Sub committee conceive that the payments should be sus- 
pended until upon the Governor's answer their Lordships shall 
give other order in regard said payments are exacted in sterling 
money which is not there to be had but with exceeding difficulty 
and inconvenience provided said Traders and Masters give bond 
to pay said impositions as upon the return of the Governor's 
answer and their Lordships order thereon shall be allowed and 
established. Signed by Lord Goring, Sir Will Becher, Sir 
Dudley Carleton, Jo. Jacob, T. Meautys and George Sandys. 
2 pp. 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 122.) 

Petition of Elizabeth Cotterell. 

(Abstract.) 

Aug. 6, 163S. 

Petition of Elizabeth Cotterell a poor prisoner in the Marshal- 
sea to the King. Was convicted at the last Verge to the Mar- 
shalsea & hath lain there 18 months and notwithstanding 8 
months since reprieved she has not yet obtained her liberty 
being desirous to be transported to Virginia. Forasmuch as 
she is like to famish by reason of extreme want, prays his Maj. 
to sign the inclosed Warrant for her liberty and transportation 
incloses Warrant to Sir Edmond Verney, Keeper of the Mar- 
shalsea, to deliver the body of Elizabeth Cotterell to William 
Fleming of the city of London, Sadler, to be by him or his 
assigns transported to Virginia. 

Oatland, 6 Aug., 1638. 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, Nos. 125, 125 I.) 
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The King to the Governor and Council. 

(Abstract.) 

1638?. 

The King to (the Governor and Council of Virginia). Whereas 
Henry Lord Matravers hath a desire to undertake the planting 
of some parts of Virginia wherein his Majesty is willing to give 
him advancement & encouragement concerning which letters 
were formerly directed to them but his Maj. understands have 
miscarried. They are hereby required forthwith to assign and 
set out to said Lord Maltravers & his heirs forever, such a compe 
tent tract of 'land in the Southern part of that country as may 
bear the name of a county and be called the county of Norfolk 
upon such conditions as they shall find requisite for the good of 
that colony and with powers & privileges fit for a person of his 
quality, Reserving to the King his heirs & Successors a yearly 
rent of 20' for the said county and no more. 

Draft. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 127.) 



Secretary Windebanke to the Clerk of the Privy 
Council. 

(Abstract. ) 

Sept., ? 1638. 

Secretary Sir. F. Windebank to the Clerk of the Council. 
The King having appointed the Earl of Dorset and Windebank 
to take consideration of the desires of Lords Maltravers and 
Baltimore to be secured from any prejudice or inconvenience 
that might accrue to them in the several Provinces by the intended 
Corporation of Virginia and having agreed upon an Article to 
that purpose, he is therefore to expunge the 10th Article set 
down in the Order of 1st July last for the future governing & 
ordering of Virginia and in lieu thereof to insert said new Article 
and having mended the entry in the Council book send it to 
Lord Dorset that the business may thereupon be proceeded in 
accordingly. 

Draft with corrections. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 128.) 
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Lord Maltravers' Grant in Virginia. 
(Abstract.) 

1638? 

Warrant to "draw up a Book ready for our signature," giving 
power to Henry Lord Maltravers his executors and administra- 
tors during the term of one and twenty years to stamp farthing 
tokens in copper, with a difference & distinction of brass from 
the farthing tokens stamped in England, and to utter dispose 
and issue them in (or to be transported into) our plantations in 
Virginia, New England, Bermudas and other places. His Maj. 
finding it necessary that they should be supplied with some such 
coin as might be the measure of buying and selling whereby 
they might not totally be driven to truck one commodity for 
another within those plantations — rendering to his Maj. the 
annual rent of forty shillings without any other further account. 

Draft with corrections. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 132.) 



Deer Brought From Virginia. 
(Abstract.) 

1638. 
Note of Jeremy Blackman's charges for transporting four 
deer from Virginia. The total amounts to ^20 and includes 
two barrels of corn and boards & carpenter's work for a place 
for them to lie in. His pains and care about them, although he 
could not preserve their lives he desires may be considered. 
{Colonial Papers, Vol. 9, No. 133.) 



Certain Heads for a Commission for Virginia. 
(Abstract.) 

Jan., 1638-9. 
To authorize Sir Francis Wyatt to be Governor. To exercise 
the Government during pleasure "if he shall so long remain 
there," those now employed as his Council of State to be con- 
tinued to follow the directions given to them by his Maj. Council 
of England, to make orders judgments and decrees according 
to the laws and customs of England. If the Governor die or 
come away then to authorize the Council there to govern. If 
any of the Council die or come away to make choice of such 
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persons to fill their place as shall be agreed on by the Major 
part. 

{Colonial Papers, Vol. 10, No. 3.) 



Sir Francis Wyat's Commission. 

(Copy.) 

Westminster, nth January, 1638-9. 

Charles by the Grace of God King of England, Scotland, 
France & Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. To our trusty 
and wel beloved Sr. Francis Wyat Knt. and such other person 
or Persons as shall by our instructions by our Sign Manual be 
named and appointed to the office of Governor and Councill of 
and for the Colony and Plantation of Virginia for the time being 
Greeting. Whereas wee have by our Letters Patents under the 
Great Seale of England, bearing date the second Day of Aprill 
in the 12th year of our Reign, 1636 (Reciting as is recited) for 
a better maintenance and Governance of the Colony & Planta- 
tion in Virginia did nomitate and assign Sr. John Harvey, Knt. , 
to be then present governor, & Such other Person as in and by 
Instructions under our Sign Manuall had named or assigned; or 
thereafter should name and assign to be the then present Coun- 
cill of and for the said Colony and Plantacon in Virginia, Grant- 
ing unto him and them and the greater number of them full 
Power and authority to p'form and execute places, powers and 
authorities incident to be a Governor and Councill of Virginia, 
respectively as by the same Our Letters Patents, of Commission 
more at large may appeare, Which matters & things whatsoever 
granted or mentioned to be granted, Wee do to all intents and 
purposes fully and absolutely revoke, determine and make voyd 
by these presents. Nevertheless, being willing to give all En- 
couragement to that Plantation and intending that our Colony 
and People there should be regulated as well in the Ecclesiastical 
as Temporall Government according to the Laws and Statutes 
of this our Realm of England, which wee purpose to have es- 
tablished there, and being resolved not to impeach or hinder, 
but to promote and advance the particular Interest of such of 
the Planters there, as shall conform themselves as Loy" Subjects, 
in all due Obedience to our Government; and to discourage 
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such as shall be found disturbers of the peace, and impugners of 
the sd. Government and said Colony. 

Know yee, therefore, that for the executing and the better 
ordering, governing and managing of the said Affairs of the 
said Colony and Plantation in Virginia and of the Persons now 
inhabiting, and which shall hereafter inhabit; there untill wee 
shall find some more convenient means (upon mature advice) 
to give more ample directions for the same. And reposing our 
trust and confidence in the understanding, care, Fidelity, Expe- 
rience and circumspection of you, the said Sir Francis Wyat, to 
be Governor, and you, the said Sir Francis Wyat, and such 
other persons as in and by our Instructions under Our Sign 
Manuall have named and assigned, or hereafter shall name or 
assign, to be our Councill of and for the said Colony and Plan- 
tation in Virginia; giving and by these presents granting unto 
you, and to the greater number of you and them respectively, 
full power and authority to perform and execute the places, 
Powers and authority incident to a Governor and Councill in 
Virginia, respectively, and to direct and govern, correct and 
punish our subjects now Inhabiting or being, or which shall 
hereafter inhabit or be in Virginia or in the Isles, Havens, 
Creeks, ports or Territories thereof, Either in Time of Peace or 
War, and to order and direct the affairs touching or concerning 
the Cdlony'or Plantation in those Forraine parts only, and to 
execute and perform all and every other matters and things con- 
cerning that Plantation as fully and amply as any Governor and 
Councill resident there at any time within the space often years 
now last past had or might perform and execute. 

And because by the discovery of industrious and well experi- 
enced men the limits and bounds of the said Plantacon may be 
augmented, and the Trade and Commerce for the maintenance 
of the Inhabitants there from time to time residing much ad- 
vanced; Our will and Pleasure is, and wee do by these Presents 
give and grant unto the said Sr. Francis Wyatt and others the 
persons by us so nominated and assigned, or hereafter to be 
nominated and assigned of our Councill there as aforesaid, or 
any four or more of you and them (whereof the Governor for 
the time being to be always one) full Power and authority to 
grant one or more Commission or Commissions unto any of our 
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subjects there addressing themselves for the discovery of the 
same Country and Ports, Bounds and Limits and Extent thereof. 
And also for the finding what Trades shall be most necessary to 
be undertaken for ye benefitt and advantage of the said Colony 
and Plantation, and the good of all the People inhabiting or 
which shall inhabit them both by sea and land. 

And further upon all occasions as you or they or any four or 
more of you or them (whereof the Governor for time being to be 
always one) shall think fit to send out Forces for the subduing 
of the Indians and Salvages of the said Country and likewise to 
make warr and peace with them in all such cases as may stand 
with the safety of the s-^id Colony and our honor, keeping 
always sufficient forces for the holding of the places now there 
enjoyed. 

And if it shall happen upon the said Sir Francis Wyatt's 
death, or in case y l urgent occasions (allowed by four or more 
of the council there) shall call you thence at any time. Then 
our will and pleasure is, and we do hereby give & grant unto 
the said Persons by us so named or to be named as our Councill 
there, for the time being or the greater number of them, full 
power and authority upon the Death, or in the absence of you 
the s d Sir Francis Wyat to Elect nominate and assign one of 
our said Councill to be the then present Governor for the said 
colony and plantation in Virginia and so to do from time to 
time as often as the case shall so require. And we do by these 
Presents assign and appoint such person as by our said Councill 
or the greater number of them from time to time shall be elected 
and chosen to be ye present Governor. And the rest of our 
said Commissioners by our said Instructions named or to be 
named as aforesaid to be our present Councill for the said Colony 
and Plantation of Virginia, Giving and by these presents grant- 
ing unto you and them and the greater number of you and them 
respectively, full power and authority to execute and performe 
all the places powers and authorities of a Gov' and Councill for 
Virginia respectively. Nevertheless our will and pleasure is 
that you and they and every of you and them from time to time 
proceed as well according to such Instructions as you or they 
do now or shall hereafter receive from us, or other of our Privy 
Councill here and that you or they or the Major part of our 
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Councill for the time being shall from time to time be subordi- 
nate, subject and obed' to the G™ Comm" or Coram 1 " here for 
our Plantations for the time being for the present Government 
of that Plantation according to such orders and directions as 
they from time to time shall consider and think fitt. 

Provided always, and Our express will, pleasure and com- 
mand is, and Wee do hereby give full power and Authority to 
you, the sd. Sr. Francis Wyat, and every other persons as shall 
there for the time being, according to the true meaning of these 
pres" and Our intention herein before delivered. That upon the 
Death or discontinuance of any our Councill there you, ye said 
Sr. Francis Wyat and such other the said Council there for the 
time being, or the greater part of them, shall Elect, nominate 
and appoint every other sufficient, able, discreet Person or Per- 
sons in the room or place of him or them so dying or discon- 
tinuing during the continuance of this our present Commission. 
And that you and they shall from time to time return and testify 
the Names and Qualities of every Person or Persons so by ye 
and them to be Elected, nominated and appointed in the place 
and roome of such of our Councill there dying or discontinuing 
as aforesaid unto us & others the Lords Commiss™ for our Plan- 
tacon here to the end such person or persons to be by ye and 
them so Elected, nominated and appointed in manner aforesaid 
May receive Allowance or Disallowance of such their Eleccon 
or choice in the room or Place of such our Councill there as shall 
either dye or discontinue as there shall be cause to us, or our 
sd. Commiss" for Plantations here shall seem meet. 

And farther, Our will and Pleasure is and we do hereby give 
full power and authority unto ye, the said Sir Francis Wyattand 
Richard Kemp, or either of you, who have already been of our 
Councill in those parts for the Plantation thereof and have al- 
ready taken the oaths to administer unto the persons by Us 
named or to be named, or to be Elected, nominated and ap- 
pointed upon Death or discontinuance aforesaid to be of our 
Councill there as aforesaid, & every of them the like oath upon 
the Holy Evangelists, as you or either of you have already taken 
as Councell" of and for the said Collonies and plantacons. 

Willing and Requiring you & them to be diligent and attend' 
in the Execution of this our Service and Commandment: And 
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also requiring all our loving Subjects there to be directed and 
governed by you and them, or the greater number of you and 
them, in all things according to the intention & true meaning of 
these Presents. 

And Lastly, Our will and pleasure is that this our Commission 
shall continue in Force untill such time as Wee by some other 
Writing under our Signet, Privy Seale or Great Seale of Eng- 
land, Signify our pleasure to the Contrary. In Witness whereof 
we have caused these Our Letters to be made Patents. 

Witness Ourselve at Westminster the Eleventh day of Janu- 
ary, in the Fourteenth yeare of Our Reign. (1639.) 

P. Pre de Privato de Sigillo. 
Willis. 

Mem. Sir Francis Wyatt's Instructions were the same with 
Sir. W. Berkeley's as foil. C. R. 



Instructions to Sir Francis Wyatt. 

(Abstract. ) 

Jan., 1638-9. 

The King's Instructions to Sir Francis Wyat, Governor of 
Virginia. In the first place to be carefull that Almighty God be 
duly and daily served according to the form of religion estab- 
lished in the Church of England, ' ' which may draw down a 
blessing upon all your endeavours." Let every congregation 
that hath an able Minister build for him a convenient house,' to 
which he is to have "over and above the usual pension," 200 
acres of glebeable lands, for the clearing of which every of his 
Parishioners for three years shall give some days labours of 
themselves and their servants, the Glebe to be as near the Par- 
sonage house as may be, and of the best conditioned land; suffer 
no invasion in matters of religion and be carefull to appoint 
sufficient and conformable Ministers to each Congregation. 
Oaths of Supremacy and allegiance to be administered — the re- 
refusers to be sent. home. Justice to be administered according 
to the laws of England. 

Once a year to call a General Assembly and the Governor 
therein to have a negative voice. Quarterly Courts to be held 
"for one whole week or more if need shall require." And free 
access given to all suitors. Manner of proceeding against any 
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Councillors where necessity requires. Inferior Courts of Justice 
to be appointed to determine Suits not exceeding the value of 
Ten Pounds. The Governor to appoint officers to execute the 
laws, orders, &c. , and shall nominate and appoint all other public 
officers under the degree of the Council, the Captain of the 
Fort, Muster Master, and Surveyor General excepted; All of the 
Council and ten Servants for each Councillor to be exempted from 
all public charges and contributions assessed and levyed by the 
General Assejnbly (a defensive war, assistance towards building 
a town or churches and the Ministers duties excepted). To 
make probates of wills and grant letters of administrations with 
Sufficient Security. To see that all persons between 16 and 60 
be armed, with power of punishment to those who fail. A 
Muster Master to be appointed who four times (if not oftener) 
shall train and exercise the people. John West is appointed 
Muster Master of the Colony in the place of George Dunn, de- 
ceased. Ten guards to be maintained at Point Comfort and the 
Captain to have a competent allowance — said Fort to be kept in 
repair & provided with ammunition. 

All but new comers (for one year) and councillors to be rated 
for maintenance of a war. Trade with the Indians forbidden 
without special license upon pain of severe punishment. To 
prevent surprise by treacherous savages or Foreign enemies, 
Beacons are to be erected in convenient places and duly watched 
or alarm to be given by shooting off three pieces. Every one 
having 500 acres of land to build a House of brick 24 ft. long 
and 16 ft. broad with a cellar to it and so proportionably for 
larger or lesser grants. A convenient house for the meeting of 
the council and dispatch of public charge and because the build- 
ings at James Town are for the most part decayed and the place 
found to be unhealthy & inconvenient in many respects, power 
is given to the Governor with advice of the Council and As- 
sembly to choose some other place for the chief town & rendez- 
vous of the Governor, retaining the ancient name of James 
Town. Power to grant patents of land to adventurers & Planters 
who have been useful according to the orders of the late Com- 
pany & since allowed by his Maj. and likewise 50 acres of land 
to every person transported thither since Mid Summer 1625 and 
to continue the same course to all persons transported thither 
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until otherwise determined by his Majesty. Whereas the greatest 
part of the land upon James River hath been formerly granted 
either to particular persons or public society {sic) but being either 
not planted at all or for many years deserted, others have set 
down upon those lands, power is given to the Governor to con- 
firm said lands to the present planters and possessors; and in 
case former proprietors make claim thereto, the like quantities 
of land to be assigned to them in another part of the Colony. 
To examine whether passengers have had convenient room and 
wholesome provisions during the voyage. No person to go on 
board upon the arrival of any ship without express warrant from 
the Governor & Council in case of surprise by a Foreign enemy. 
Masters of ships not to break bulk until they arrive at James 
City. To endeavour by severe punishment to suppress drunken- 
ness. Wines and strong waters not to be sold to those likely to 
abuse them — vessels containing unwholesome drinks to be staved. 
Special care to be taken for the preservation of neat cattle and 
females not to be killed up as formerly — the people to plant corn 
for a whole year's provision for the colony. And that the plough 
may go and English (?corn) be sowed in all places convenient. 
And no corn or cattle to be sold out of the plantation without 
leave from the Governor & Council. The people to apply them- 
selves to empaling of orchards & gardens for roots & fruits, 
every planter so to empale a quarter of an acre out of every ioo 
acres granted to him. 

Tobacco falling every year to a baser price, to be stinted to a 
far less proportion than the last year 1637 and the letter of his 
Maj. of 22 April 1637 (which See) to be duly observed and not 
to suffer men to build slight cottages as heretofore and to remove 
from place to place only to plant tobacco — that tradesmen and 
handicraftsmen be compelled to follow their several trades & 
that they be drawn into Towns. To raise staple commodities 
as hemp and flax, rape seed and madder, pitch and tar, and to 
plant vines and white mulberry trees and to attend to silk worms. 
The price of tobacco to be left free and the Merchant to be 
allowed to make his own bargain for his goods. 

No Merchant to be suffered to bring in more than ten pounds 
worth of wine or strong waters for every one hundred pounds 
worth of necessary commodities. Bend to be taken of all ships 
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to bring their goods into his Maj. Dominion that so his Maj. 
may not lose his custom and duties thereon. To forbid trade or 
trucking for merchandise with any foreign ships but upon great 
necessity and to conclude that in all things according to his best 
understanding, he endeavours the extirpation of vice and the 
encouragement of religion virtue and goodness. 18 pp. 
{Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 79, pp. 219-236.) 
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From the Originals, Virginia State Library. 

(continued.) 
Petition of Mrs. Elizabeth Digges, 1675. 

To the Right Hono rb,e Sr. W m Berkely, K"'., Gov', &c, And 
to the Hono"" Councell of State. 

mrs. Elizabeth Digges Humbly Prayeth. A due proofe of 
Edward Digges, Esq', her late deceased husband's last will & 
Testament. 

And she shall pray, &c. 

[Endorsed] Mrs. Eliz" 1 Digges Pet" for Probate of her late 
husband's will. 



Petition of Wm. Rookins,* 1674? 
To the Right Hon"" Sr. William Berkeley, K* Goveno' and 

* William Rook ins obtained a grant of 150 acres on Upper Chippoaks 
Creek, in that part of James City county which is now Surry, on May 9, 

1636. He married Jane and was the father of William Rookins, or 

Rookings, of Surry, who served as a major under Bacon in the Rebel- 
lion. He was " taken in open Rebellion," and sentenced to death by a 
court-martial held January 24, 1676-7 ; but died in prison. His will, 
dated July 13, 1676, and proved in Surry, July 1, 1679, describes him 
as of " Flying Point, in the county of Surry," and names his children, 
William, Elizabeth and Jane, and his cousin, Mary Short's children. 
He directs that his son William be brought up to good education, and 
his two daughters to have what education may be fitting for them. If 
the three children died, his property was to go to the children of Captain 
Nicholas Wyatt. Wyatt, as appears from a deposition, was a brother-in- 
law of Rookings. 



